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1	 The title of this chapter comes from Lemkin himself in his unfinished autobiography.
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its partial publication. 

Chapter XII LAST YEAR OF LIFE AND SUDDEN DEATH IN NEW YORK IN 

THE SUMMER OF 1959

1. Penury in his final years; loneliness, partial escape into poetry. 2. Successive, 

and final, turning down of his application for a considerable research grant in the Unit-

ed States, this time by the Rockefeller Foundation; persistent lack of success as regards 

any publication agreements. 3. Unfulfilled hopes of the Nobel Peace Prize; Excursus re 

two Nobel candidates: Raphael Lemkin and René Cassin, unsuccessful and successful 

candidates. 4. Unexpected death on 28 August 1959, and an edifying obituary in the 
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FINAL 

Raphael Lemkin after his death – from fairly deep oblivion for many 

years to a wide re-awakening of international reknown and deepening high 

esteem in the early 21st century of his work.  Lemkin emerging as the most 

recognizable, “most popular” international lawyer of the last century and the 

beginning of the present one on a global scale
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