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1 The title of this chapter comes from Lemkin himself in his unfinished autobiography.
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V.V. Pella, who had always been exceptionally helpful. 3. The successful “crusade” to
gain twenty ratifications of the Convention on Genocide (the years 1949-1950), and its
entry into force in January 1951; unsuccessful efforts to gain ratification of the Conven-
tion by the United States; the case of the advisory opinion of the International Court
of Justice concerning reservations on the Genocide Convention, 1950-1951. 4. Leaving
Yale University in 1951 and the two periods of unemployment that followed that fol-
lowed (the years 1951-1955, 1956-1959); refusals from publishing houses. 5. Lemkin’s
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ratification by Belgium and the impressive lobbying with relation to the Federal Repub-
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and Africa (Algeria). 7. Lemkin’s wide-ranging studies in the sphere of the history of
genocide, not completed because of lack of funds and premature death; appreciating
of the value of his legacy in manuscript only several decades later, and the beginning of

its partial publication.
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two Nobel candidates: Raphael Lemkin and René Cassin, unsuccessful and successful
candidates. 4. Unexpected death on 28 August 1959, and an edifying obituary in the
“New York Times”, always benevolent towards Lemkin.

FINAL

Raphael Lemkin after his death - from fairly deep oblivion for many
years to a wide re-awakening of international reknown and deepening high
esteem in the early 21st century of his work. Lemkin emerging as the most
recognizable, “most popular” international lawyer of the last century and the
beginning of the present one on a global scale
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