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KOBYLIN-BORZYMY: THE MECHANISMS OF INHERITING POLITICAL ATTITUDES
IN A LOCAL COMMUNITY

The article presents some results of a field study of intergenerational mechanisms of
transmission of political attitudes in a rural community of Kobylin-Borzymy located in
the Podlasie region in northeastern Poland. Using quantitative and qualitative methods
researchers analyse factors underlying the extremely high and stable electoral results of
the right-wing parties in this community. The data collected during extensive qualita-
tive interviews have been analysed in the broad context of socio-economical precondi-
tions characteristic for this community. The authors come to the conclusion that the
influence of Roman Catholicism and regional traditions are the key factors explaining
attitudes and behaviour of members of the community. Values and practices related
to both elements serve as an intermediate factor in sustaining the political climate in
a long term and determine the decisions of the electorate.
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