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THE SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE FOR THE ARMY RULE AND A MILITARY COUP
D’ETAT IN POLAND IN A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

An idea of a military government or a pro-democratic coup d’état seems to be comple-
tely out of the typical democratic consciousness. This paper attempts to analyze the
support for the presence of the military in politics in Poland. Such attitudes are mar-
ginal, shared by a small minority of the society. Respondents supporting military rule
come from lower social class backgrounds and have lower level of education, usually
live in villages or small towns. Such issues as (perceived) lack of order in the country
and conservative, authoritarian, strong egalitarian and statist attitudes were linked to
opinions supporting military rule. Such views are also typical for proponents of the
political right. Comparative analyses in other European countries point to similar atti-
tudes. Military rule and military intervention are turned down even if the social status
of military is high. The support and rejection syndrome is correlative in most countries
surveyed. Only the relation with the social dimension of democracy is differential and
dependent on the country. The results point to the matching image of democracy in
European countries and also to the similar pattern of support for non-democratic in-
stitutional alternatives.
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