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COMPETITION, THREAT OR A LIFEBUOY FOR THE ECONOMY? ATTITUDES OF 
POLES TOWARDS IMMIGRANTS

This article presents the attitudes of Poles towards immigrants and analyses the factors 
that co-exist with these attitudes. Data come mainly from the European Values Study 
(2017). The analyses have shown a  clear impact of media discourse on the social 
perception of immigrants, which leads to a split image of the immigrants: „real” ones, 
whom Poles meet in various public places or at work and who are generally accepted, 
and „imagined” immigrants - „aliens”, more often causing a sense of threat. Attitudes 
towards real immigrants are not connected with political views and are to a  small 
extent related to opinions on the European Union. The assessment of the „imagined” 
immigrants’ impact on the development of Poland is an element of a broader set of 
axiological orientations, the essential element of which is trying to order the social 
reality in the framework of traditionally understood roles and hierarchy and which 
are associated with a negative relationship with the European Union and even with 
scepticism towards democracy as a form of government and civil liberties.
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